
A message from Joe Deegan 

Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council 

8th May 2021 
 

Dear Parishioners 

 
As the country and our parish eagerly awaits a return to the end of Covid 
restrictions, I thought the Easter season would be a good time to update you 
on the work of the Parish Pastoral Council. 
 
Our PPC is now well into its second year of existence and despite the absence 
of round-the-table meetings we have continued to meet virtually and the 
Council members (who each represent a different Parish group or area) are 
contributing wholeheartedly to their task and are enthusiastically engaged in 
discussions and are actively seeking to develop the parish in line with our 
Mission Statement 
 
I thought it appropriate to restate our Mission Statement as it is as valid to 
each and every one of us as it is to our Council Members: 
 
To spread the Good News of Jesus Christ by living our faith as a Catholic 
Community in worship, service and support of each other and to answer our 
call to discipleship, outreach, inclusion and evangelisation in our parish and in 
our local community. 
 
Before each meeting I request a short report from each of the group 
representatives to outline what activities and actions their groups have been 
engaged in. 
 
I am absolutely staggered to see the amount of effort, industry and charitable 
works that are carried out every day in our parish and in our wider community. 
 
The development of our social media is also finding a wider audience and I 
hope some of those being reached will join (re-join) us in church and at our 
social gatherings when they get going again . 
 
The minutes of our minutes are provided on the parish website and these are 
accompanied by the group reports . Please try to find time to read the minutes 
and also the reports just to see what fantastic work our groups (and schools) 
are doing on your behalf and that of your fellow parishioners. 
 



I have recently been part of a team seeking a Lottery Bid for some 
improvement works to our church buildings. As part of the information to be 
provided we had to calculate the number of volunteers who are working in 
different areas across the parish — it was a real eye-opener, so much so that I 
dropped a note to Father Paul saying “Wow !” I was so proud of you all.  
 
Every week I am staggered at the amount of activities, good works and 
opportunities there are to engage in parish life in the various groups and to 
develop your own personal faith and the faith of your families. The weekly 
bulletin is packed with events and diary dates —there really is something for 
everyone. 
 
Our faith is being developed in so many ways through the many formation 
classes being held and we have the exciting prospect looming of a full-time 
youth worker for our parish. 
 
Recently I was at the commissioning of the Youth SVP at St John’s and it filled 
me with great pride that these young people were planninging to give up their 
time to look after others as a witness to their own developing faith journey. 
 
There are currently 12 groups represented on the PPC. The groups are 
always looking for new members and this will help to share the load .  
 
I am sure that you will be welcomed with enthusiasm if you would wish to help 
in any way. Good humour abounds and what better feel-good factor is there 
than being part of a team helping the parish to grow? If you have a talent or 
skill (or just like meeting and talking with others) then I can guarantee there is 
something just for you. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Father Paul and Father Peter for 
tending to our spiritual needs and our pastoral care . 
 
Their work really is a vocation in its truest sense and I thank them for their 
efforts, hard work, prayers and good humour.  
 
 

God bless 
 
 
 

Joe Deegan 
 
 


