
Homily for the fourth Sunday of Advent, 22nd December 2019 

With Mary and Joseph, we are invited to say “yes” to God who loves us 
beyond imagining. 

Joseph must have felt profoundly sad when he resolved to divorce Mary. She 
was the most beautiful woman that has ever lived. She must have been 
because she was conceived without original sin. Her inner beauty will have 
radiated from her person. A young man in search of a wife such as Joseph 
was, must have felt, well, that all his Christmases had come at once, so to 
speak, when she agreed to be his wife. How he must have longed to be in her 
presence all the time and to cherish her and to experience her affection for 
him. 

And then, precisely because of his burgeoning love for her, to decide that he 
must quit the scene quietly, keeping all his confusion and his sharp sense of 
loss to himself, while ensuring, as far as he was able, that his betrothed one 
should be protected, that is heroic. He is indeed, as St Matthew describes him, 
a “just man”, a fit partner indeed for the Mother of the Son of God. And in his 
loneliness and the silent craving of his heart and his willingness to embrace 
self-sacrifice, we perceive something which is true of every human person: 
God created us to be with others. Companionship is essential to our personal 
flourishing. This companionship is expressed in different ways. But that we 
find peace and joy alone through good, supportive and authentic relationships, 
that is a truth inscribed within our souls. 

The drama of Joseph and Mary reveals to us not just something about 
ourselves but also something about God. Joseph’s love for Mary parallels 
God’s love for his people whom Mary, the daughter of Zion, represents. God is 
portrayed by several of the Prophets in the Jewish Scriptures as the Divine 
Bridegroom who wishes to rescue his beloved Bride, the people of Israel, from 
the disasters which through their sinfulness they have brought upon 
themselves. God wants to be with them who have rejected him. This is the 
extraordinary paradox at the heart of our shared faith. 

Over the centuries, gently, almost tentatively, showing all the sensitivity of a 
courteous suitor, God revealed himself to his Beloved, insofar as she was able 
to receive the gift which he made to her of himself. He gave her the rainbow as 
a sign of his Covenant, he promised that she would have many children, as 
many as the stars in the sky, he showed his beauty to her in the burning Bush, 
he gave her the precious Ten Commandments to enable her to live in a way 



that would bring her joy. Then at last, God determined to make a definitive gift 
of himself. Through the consent of the Virgin Mary, he entered into the human 
condition. He became, as we heard in the gospel, Emmanuel, or “God is with 
us.” 

At a particularly dark time in the history of Israel, God had promised that he 
would intervene to save his people through such a mysterious birth, as we 
heard in our first reading from the Prophet Isaiah. And now it has happened. 
This moment demonstrates something which it feels almost too audacious for 
us to acknowledge. Love and love alone, love of me and love of you, propelled 
the Son of God to slough off the splendour of his divinity. Recklessly he took 
on our humanity with a single purpose: to be with us. 

Now he rejoices when we respond to his offer of friendship. He is entirely 
focused on our emotional states, our good days and our bad days. God enters 
into our pain when we let ourselves down through our sinfulness. And he 
exults when through the help of his Holy Spirit we find ourselves capable of 
generous and charitable actions. 

Once we begin to perceive how lucky we are, our faith in Jesus, our infant, 
crucified and risen Lord, becomes the foundation of our lives. St Paul, from 
whose writings to the Christians of Rome we heard in our second reading, is a 
model for us in this regard. He was consumed by the love of Christ. Everything 
else became secondary to his relationship with Our Lord. 

And St Paul’s faith, and our faith, are sustained by participation in the same 
event: the Mass. We heard in today’s gospel, which is from the beginning of St 
Matthew’s gospel, that Jesus is “God with us”. Right at the end of that gospel, 
just before he ascended to be with his Father, the risen Jesus says, if you 
remember: ”I will be with you always; yes, to the end of time”. Those words 
have a deep Eucharistic meaning. God is “with us” never more intensely than 
when we gather at this altar. 

The Mass, we remember, is described in our tradition as the Wedding Feast of 
the Lamb. Jesus, the Bridegroom, yearns to enter into communion with us, his 
Bride. And as anybody who has ever loved knows well, nothing can ever be 
more delightful to him who loves than when the beloved says “yes.” Today we 
are invited to say such a “yes.” Inspired by the example of Mary, the first 
disciple of her Beloved Son and our most gentle Mother, we say, “Amen,” “Let 
it be done to me as you have said”; with all my heart, my Jesus, my Saviour, 
“Amen.” 


