
 
PASTORAL LETTER FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING 2019 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, 

On this Solemnity of Christ the King, the Church in England and Wales celebrates National 

Youth Sunday.  

The theme chosen for this year is ‘Significance’ and has been taken from ‘Christus Vivit’ – 

‘Christ is Alive’, the Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Francis published earlier this year 

following the Synod on ‘Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment’ in Rome, 

October 2018. 

In this document, addressed to ‘Young People and to the entire People of God’, Pope Francis 

says “…you have worth; you are not insignificant. You are important to God, for you are the work of 

his hands. That is why he is concerned about you and looks to you with affection.”i 

Letting young people know that they are loved by God with an unconditional Love that 

knows no bounds is one of the principle responsibilities of the Church’s mission in every age 

and every generation. If the faith of our young people, and indeed the faith of any Christian, 

old or young, is not rooted in a living relationship with the Father, through Jesus Christ, in 

the Holy Spirit, then we should not be surprised when they do not see the relevance of the 

Church or the value of taking part in its liturgy and life.  

This is why the quality and depth of the formation in the Catholic faith which we give in our 

families, parishes and schools is so critical. Most of our children are motivated and engaged 

with their faith when they are preparing for their first Confession, first Holy Communion 

and Confirmation. Similarly, many of our young people take part in diocesan events like 

‘Revelation’ and the annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes, in national gatherings like ‘Flame’ or 

international celebrations such as World Youth Day. At these events they become enthused 

and begin to see the importance of their faith for their daily lives. We must look at ways to 

nurture and encourage this enthusiasm in our families, parishes and schools, adding to the 

great work done by school chaplains and parish youth workers. 

In his Exhortation, Pope Francis said “We need projects that can strengthen them (young people), 

accompany them and impel them to encounter others, to engage in generous service, in mission.”ii In 

our diocese, we need to provide more opportunities and support for young people to serve 

in our parishes and grow in faith. To do this, our Diocesan Youth Service is spearheading 

what is called the ‘Faith in Action’ programme. This programme shows how the faith we 

profess in Christ and which we celebrate in the liturgy is something which can really bring 

about a transformation for good in our lives, in our society and in our world. The 

programme links faith and life; it demonstrates in real and concrete ways how the beauty 

and depth of the teachings of Christ and His Church are relevant and needed in today’s 

world.  



 

Crucial to this programme is the formation of future Christian leaders. The young people 

who met before the Synod in Rome last year called for “programmes for the formation and 

continued development of young leaders”iii. One initiative that will support this within our 

diocese is the focus we are placing on the development and nurturing of youth leadership.  

Over the last year, Caritas Leeds, the Diocesan Youth Service and ‘Leeds Citizens’ have 

provided Christian leadership formation for an inaugural group of young Catholics to assist 

in planning and developing youth leadership in the diocese. Aged from 13 to 18 years old, 

all of these young people have shown a commitment to service in their parish, school or a 

Catholic organisation.  

This youth leadership group have been given the name ‘The Twelve’, to be inspired by the 

small group of apostles who, empowered by the Holy Spirit, transformed the history of the 

world when they took Christ’s Gospel to people all over the earth. It is important though that 

these young people take the lead in this initiative, for they, “…themselves are agents of youth 

ministry. Certainly they need to be helped and guided but at the same time left free to develop new 

opportunities with creativity and certain audacity.”iv 

Today, on the Solemnity of Christ the King, I will formally commission this group of young 

people in Leeds Cathedral and hold my first meeting with them following the Mass. They 

will collaborate with me in developing leadership among the young Catholic people in our 

diocesan family. They will meet regularly with me to discuss ideas, gain a deeper 

understanding of the work of the Diocese; they will share their views with me and help 

inform our decision making and our plans for the future. As Pope Francis has said, “We 

cannot just say that young people are the future of our world. They are its present; even now, they are 

helping to enrich us. They are at a time of life when they begin to assume a number of responsibilities, 

sharing alongside adults in the growth of the family, society and the Church.”v 

Please pray for these young people who will form ‘The Twelve’, and pray for all the young 

people of our diocese. May their love for Christ our King and Lord grow ever stronger, their 

friendship with him never be broken, and the hope which He inspires always be a light 

within them and for all around them.  

 

 Marcus 

Bishop of Leeds 
 

Given at Leeds on the 10th November 2019 and appointed to be read, and made available, in 

all Churches and Chapels of the Diocese on the 23rd and 24th November, 2019, the Solemnity 

of Christ the King, National Youth Sunday. 
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